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You may ask, "What is a feral cat? Aren't all cats feral if they roam around freely outdoors?” You may be
surprised to leam that there is a diference between feral and stray cats. According to a very well-known

organization that specializes in helping feral cats, Alley Cat Alies (www alleycat org). a stray cat is a cat
who has been abandoned or, who has strayed from home and become lost. Stray cats can usually be re-
socialized and adopted. On the other hand, a feral catis a cat that has been born outside and never ived

with humans or, who has strayed from home and over time has become unsocialized to humans.

Charles, the one who started it all
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Do you have feral cats in your neighborhood? They may be there and you may not even notice. They are
very good at staying hidden. That's how it was for the last few years at my house. Every now and then, |
would see a male yellow tabby roaming around the area where | live. After seeing him for  while, | named
him Charles because he looked very regal. Intially. | thought he was an indoor/outdoor cat that was taking
the opportunity to explore his surroundings until he returmed to his home each night. However, as |
continued to see Charles on a more regular basis, | found out that he didn't have a home. At that point, |
decided that | would put food and water out for him by our garage each day.

Over the course of a few months, Charles invited his three girfriends to our house for food. | named them
Momma Kitty, Miss Cali and Natasha. By spring, there were seven kittens that also frequented our home
for food and water on a somewhat regular basis
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(Ash, Cole, Itty Bitty, Skitty Bitty, Pumpkin, Rusty and Angelica). As time went on, each of the felines
leamed that our house was a safe and reliable place to get food. When we found out that one of our
neighbors was also feeding all of the cats and kittens, we decided to find a vet that would be willing to spay
and neuter each of them.

Miss Cali

Fortunately, we found  vet in our area that specialized in spaying and neutering feral cats at a discounted
rate. She was also able to perform pediatric spay/neuter surgeries for each of the kittens. We later found
out that pediatric spay/neuter surgeries were not offered by very many veterinarians in our area. Lastly,
because it is mandated by law, she also vaccinated each of them against rabies. Thankfully, due to the
generous financial assistance provided by two of our neighbors for each of these surgeries, all of the cats
and most of the kittens have been spayed or neutered. We have two left: Rusty and Angelica. We're wating
until warmer weather to catch them.
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2 humane cat trap. We used a Havahart humane trap that we borrowed from our vet. This type of trap is
‘available online or, it can be purchased from Home Depot o Lowes. Your local animal rescue organizations
and animal control office may also have a humane trap that you borrow for a small deposit

Ity Bitty

Since itis now winter, we've done a few things to give them shelter from the elements. We leave one of our
garage doors open about 6 inches so that they can come and o as they please. In the garage. we have
‘several options for them to sleep infon. We have two pet carrers (with the doors removed) with old towels in
them. We also purchased two small pet beds and, because it's been so cold, a small heated cat bed. Ifthe
‘adult cats choose not to sleep in the garage, we have two covered liter boxes on our font covered porch
with old beach towels in them. We tumed both litter boxes sideways to keep the wind out. Plus, since they
are on our porch against the brick wall, they don't get wet from the rain or snow.

Needless to say, we've leamed a great deal about taking care of. and liing harmoniously with, feral cats
We haven't been able to tame many of them. But, Itty Bitty, Ash and Cole have l leamed that being petted
every day is a good thing. Theyl even run up to my vife and me for attention when we enter the garage to
feed them. Itty Bitty likes the attention so much, that he’ll come over and sit in our lap if we sit down on the
steps in our garage. And he certainly does purrl Sometimes | think these three want attention more than
they want their food.

I hope that what Ive shared with you about making the lies of each of these cats and kittens a lttle better
has inspired you to do the same for the feral cats and kittens that may frequent the area around your home.
After all, every animal deseves our appreciation and respect
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Tim Link, President and GEO of Link's Wagging Tales, Inc., is an author, writer, speaker, nationally
‘syndicated radio show host on Pet Life Redio and All Paws Pet Talk Radio, animal ommunicator and
Reiki energy healer for animals. He is also the past President of the Humane Society of Forsyth County
and a former member of the Atlanta Joumal-Constitution’s AJCpets expert pet panel. More information
‘about Tim, his book and services can be found on www wagging-feles. com.




